Anatamopathological spectrum of tauopathies.
The presence of tau-positive intraneuronal filamentous inclusions with or without additional inclusions in glial cells has been recognised as a major neuropathological feature in a significant group of neurodegenerative diseases, which are described as tauopathies. In one category of such diseases, the neuronal inclusions occur in association with extracellular deposition of a second aggregated protein (secondary tauopathies), whereas in another, the filamentous inclusions composed of tau are the sole neuropathological abnormality (primary tauopathies). Genetic studies of tauopathies in general, and in frontotemporal dementia with parkinsonism linked to chromosome 17 in particular, have significantly contributed to our knowledge about the pathogenesis not only of rare hereditary conditions but also of other more common diseases such as Alzheimer's disease and progressive supranuclear palsy.